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CSCE US - TEXT OF PRESIDENT CLINTON'S REMARKS AT THE U.S. EMBASSY IN 
BUDAPEST

WASHINGTON, DEC. 5 (NCA) - THE FOLLOWING ARE EXCERPTS FROM THE TEXT 
OF PRESIDENT BILL CLINTON'S REMARKS TODAY AT THE U.S. EMBASSY IN 
BUDAPEST:

.... I AM DELIGHTED TO BE HERE ON THIS ALL-TOO-BRIEF TRIP. I'D LIKE 
TO POINT OUT SOME OF THE PEOPLE WHO CAME WITH ME, OUR AMBASSADOR TO 
THE UNITED NATIONS MADELEINE ALBRIGHT IS HERE. FROM THE UNITED 
STATES CONGRESS, SENATOR DENNIS DECONCINI FROM ARIZONA. CONGRESSMAN 
STENY HOYER, FROM MARYLAND AND CONGRESSMAN AND MRS. TOM LANTOS, FROM 
HUNGARY AND CALIFORNIA.

THIS IS A VERY IMPORTANT TRIP FOR THE UNITED STATES BECAUSE I 
CAME HERE TO REAFFIRM OUR NATION'S COMMITMENT TO A SECURE AND UNITED 
EUROPE. AS THE AMBASSADOR SAID, WE PUT THE START I NUCLEAR REDUCTION 
TREATY INTO EFFECT TODAY, AND UKRAINE HAS JOINED BELARUS AND 
KAZAKHSTAN IN ACCEDING TO THE NONPROLIFERATION TREATY. WE 
STRENGTHENED THE CSCE TO HELP TO PREVENT ETHNIC AND REGIONAL 
CONFLICTS. SO AS A RESULT OF WHAT HAS HAPPENED TODAY, THIS WORLD IS 
A SAFER PLACE.

THE START I TREATY ALONE WILL PERMIT US TO REDUCE THE NUCLEAR 
ARSENALS THAT THE UNITED STATES AND THE FORMER SOVIET UNION COUNTRIES 
BY 9,000 NUCLEAR WARHEADS, TO DESTROY DELIVERY SYSTEMS WITH THE BEST 
VERIFICATION SYSTEMS EVER. IT WILL PERMIT US TO NOW START WORK ON 
START II, WHICH WILL CUT OUR ARSENALS BY ANOTHER 5,000 WARHEADS. 
THIS MEANS THAT WHEN WE FINISH THIS WORK, WE WILL HAVE MORE THAN 
TWO-THIRDS OVER THE COLD WAR HEIGHT. THAT'S GOOD NEWS FOR THE 
CHILDREN IN THIS AUDIENCE, AND FOR THE REST OF US AS WELL.

ONE OF THE THINGS THAT WE HAVE GOT TO DO NOW IS TO KEEP WORKING 
UNTIL WE ACHIEVE NEXT YEAR AN INDEFINITE EXTENSION OF THE 
NONPROLIFERATION TREATY, SO THAT WE CAN CONTINUE TO KEEP DOWN THE 
RISKS OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS, ESPECIALLY IN AN ERA IN 
WHICH THE BIGGEST PROBLEM MAY BE THE PROLIFERATION OF WEAPONS OF MASS 
DESTRUCTION TO HERETOFORE UNUSUAL AND UNCONVENTIONAL HANDS.

I'D LIKE TO SAY A BRIEF WORD ABOUT THIS CSCE MEETING. THE 
UNITED STATES BELIEVES THE CSCE HAS A VITAL ROLE TO PLAY IN PROMOTING 
DEMOCRACY AND DIMINISHING CONFLICT THROUGHOUT EUROPE. WE BELIEVE IT 
CAN HELP NATIONS WORK TOGETHER TO BRING DEMOCRACY AND PROSPERITY TO 
THEIR PEOPLES, AND TO CONTINUE OUR EFFORT OF PROMOTING EUROPEAN UNITY.

OUR HOST, HUNGARY, LIKE ITS DEMOCRATIC NEIGHBORS, IS MAKING 
STEADY AND STRONG PROGRESS TOWARD FULL INTEGRATION INTO EUROPE. I 
BELIEVE IT CAN, AND WILL, COMPLETE ITS TRANSFORMATION TO A FREE 
MARKET. I BELIEVE ITS COMMITMENT TO PLAYING AN IMPORTANT, 
RESPONSIBLE ROLE IN THE NEW EUROPE IS GOOD NEWS FOR ALL OF US.

LAST JANUARY, ALMOST A YEAR AGO, I WENT TO BRUSSELS AND THEN ON 
TO PRAGUE AND ON TO RUSSIA TO BEGIN THE WORK OF BUILDING A NEW AND 
UNITED EUROPE. IN THE NEARLY ONE YEAR SINCE, I HAVE COME BACK TO 
THIS CONTINENT THREE TIMES TO WORK TOWARD THAT GOAL.

FROM OUR INITIATIVES TO OPEN AND TO EXPAND NATO, TO REDUCING 
THE THREAT OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS, TO MAKING TRADE MORE FREE AND FAIR, TO 
BUILDING UP INSTITUTIONS LIKE THE CSCE, TO WORKING TOWARD PREVENTING 
CONFLICTS BEFORE THEY GET OUT OF HAND. THROUGH ALL THESE EFFORTS, 
THIS EUROPEAN CONTINENT IS BECOMING MORE SECURE, MORE PROSPEROUS AND 
MORE UNITED.

YES, THERE ARE PROBLEMS, AND THERE ALWAYS WILL BE AS LONG AS 
HUMAN BEINGS POPULATE THE GLOBE. BUT WE ARE CLEARLY MOVING IN THE 
RIGHT DIRECTION, AND THAT IS GOOD FOR THE UNITED STATES ....
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